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punctuated   by  grave  news   from  London  which
brought him back, to town that evening.

He saw Grey and drafted an announcement that
the fleet would be kept in readiness, for publication
the next day. A week of anxious argument in
Cabinet ensued, as the whole European entanglement
developed. At the outset most of them were frankly
hostile to the notion of a general conflict on the
Austro-Serb dispute, although the watchful Morley
thought that he detected dangerous symptoms in
the course advocated " with his best daemonic energy
by Winston, with strenuous simplicity by Grey and
sourdement by the Lord Chancellor." His young
friend had already travelled a long way from his
Liberal mentor; and on Monday night he warned
naval Commanders-in-Chief that war was possible,
On Tuesday he concerned himself with detailed
arrangements in anticipation of events, including
the position of the Goeben in the Adriatic. He saw
a good deal of Kitchener that week, and the judicial
eye of Mr. Asquith discerned that " Winston who
has a pictorial mind brimming with ideas is in
tearing spirits at the prospect of a war, which to me
shows a lack of imagination." But he concurred in
the First Lord's order moving the fleet from the
Channel to its war station in Scottish waters. On
Wednesday the " warning telegram " went out to all
ships by agreement with the Cabinet; and that
night, when some of them dined together, one
minister was " shocked at Haldane's war talk." The
next day Mr. Churchill used his friendship with
Ff E. Smith as a channel of communication with the